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Cal Poly Concrete Canoe Team Takes Second at National Competition 
Squad Finishes in Top Five for Ninth Straight Year
SAN LUIS OBISPO — A team of Cal Poly civil engineering students took second place
at the National Concrete Canoe Competition, held June 19-21 at the University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown in Johnstown, Penn. This makes the ninth consecutive year
that Cal Poly has placed in the top five at the event referred to as the “America’s
Cup of Civil Engineering.”
Sponsored by the American Society of Civil Engineers, the event  drew engineering
students from schools across the country and as far away as Shanghai. More than
200 teams competed in 18 regional competitions to become one of 23 teams
competing in the national event.
The teams’ overall rankings in the national competition were based on their scores in
four categories: design paper, oral presentation, final product and race
performance. The University of Nevada, Reno, won best overall.
Cal Poly claimed first place in oral presentation, second place in final product, sixth in
design paper, and fourth and fifth place in the men’s and women’s endurance races,
respectively.
Team members included Sean Pringle, project manager; Derek Carpenter, Mark
Mueller, and Raymond Qi, construction captains; and Kristen Nugent, Chris Kehoe
and Ryan Morse, mix design captains. Paddlers included Carpenter, Nugent, Morse
and Susie White. Art and design major Emily Hinkamp designed the canoe graphics.
All team members are seniors except Qi, who is a junior. The faculty advisor for the
team is Garrett Hall, a professor in the Civil and Environmental Engineering
Department.
This was Cal Poly’s 15th trip to the national competition, including three back-to-
back national titles in 2010, 2011 and 2012.
The National Concrete Canoe Competition is designed as an opportunity for civil
engineering students to gain hands-on, practical experience in project management
and working with concrete mix designs. The event also builds public and industry
awareness of the versatility and durability of concrete as a construction material.
“It's very competitive, but they’re all in it together," said Randy Over, president of
the American Society of Civil Engineers. "They learn teamwork. They learn
presentation skills. They learn all the things that go along with being a real engineer
while having fun at the same time."
2014 final rankings:
Overall
1  University of Nevada, Reno
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2  California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
3  Université Laval
4  Utah State University
5  University of Wisconsin - Madison
 
Design Paper
1  Drexel University
2  University of Nevada, Reno
3  Utah State University
4  California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
5  Université Laval
 
Oral Presentation
1  California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
2  University of Nevada, Reno
3  University of Wisconsin - Madison
4  Michigan Technological University
5  Utah State University
 
Final Product 
1  Utah State University
2  California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
3  Université Laval
4  Clemson University
5  University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez
 
Innovation Award
University of Wisconsin - Madison
 
Spirit of the Competition  
University of Kansas
 
Women's Sprints
1  University of Nevada, Reno
2  University of Florida
3  University of Wisconsin - Madison
4  Clemson University
5  Université Laval
 
Men's Sprints
1  Université Laval
2  University of Nevada, Reno
3  Clemson University
4  Michigan Technological University
5  University of Wisconsin - Madison
 
R. John Craig Co-ed Sprint Race
1  University of Florida
2  University of Nevada, Reno
3  University of Wisconsin - Madison
4  Clemson University
5  Université Laval
 
Women's Endurance 
1  University of Wisconsin - Madison
2  University of Nevada, Reno
3  Université Laval
4  California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
5  California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
 
Men's  Endurance 
1  University of Nevada, Reno
2  Clemson University
3  Université Laval
 
Photo: Left to right, Ryan Morse, Chris Kehoe, Kristen Nugent, Sean Pringle, Mark
Mueller, Derek Carpenter, and Raymond Qi. Susie White and Emily Hinkamp are
missing.  
Related link: http://www.asce.org/concretecanoe/
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